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mass disobedience will be not civil but criminal and will, there-
fore, render us unfit to conduct our own affairs as an orderly
civilized nation. I, therefore, strongly suggest that you advise the
ryots in all the districts to pay up at least the first instalment
and devote the whole of the time and the energy of all the workers
to acquiring the necessary qualifications. This opinion, I know,
will disappoint many ardent spirits, but I am sure our success
lies in that disappointment, for if the people are really eager for
swaraj, and eager for civil disobedience, they will make the neces-
sary mental change, under the pressure of that strong desire. The
inimitable aptitude of Andhra women for artistic spinning and of
Andhra weavers for artistic weaving should make the production of
khaddar in the respective areas easy of accomplishment. But
whether the acquisition of these qualifications is difficult or easy,
we dare not avoid it without endangering the attainment of our
cherished goal.

Tours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI

The Hindu, 21-1-1922

87.   INTERVIEW TO "THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE"
January 17, 1922
Mahatma Gandhi was interviewed yesterday by our representative about
the letter* written by Sir Sankaraa Nair to The Times of India in regard to the
recent Round Table Conference held in Bombay. Sir Sankaran, it might be
remembered, walked out of the Committee meeting owing to difference of
opinion.
The Mahatma said :
I have read Sir Sankaran Nair's letter to The Times of India
with deep pain. It bears in itself traces of hurried draftsmanship
and anger. I propose, therefore, not to answer seriatim the many
misrepresentations it contains, but to give only broad facts.
Between the Conference and myself there was perfect harmony
in spite of differences of opinion. I make bold to say that on
matters that were not of vital importance I yielded without hesi-
tation. The resolutions are the result of mutual discussion and
deliberations/ It is undoubtedly true that I want the Govern-
1 For excerpts from the letter, vide Appendix I,